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Book Reviews

Mexico: A History. By Robert Ryal Miller (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press,
1985. xvi + 414 pp. Illustrations, maps·, charts, tables, appendix, bibliography,
index. $19.95.)
This synthesis of Mexico's history from pre-Columbian times to the present
serves both as a college level text and as a guide for travellers in Mexico. Robert
Ryal Miller provides his impressions in eleven convenient, well written, and easy
to read chapters. The book has numerous appropriate illustrations, eight maps,
twenty tables (fourteen of them constitute Appendix A), a brief but valuable
glossary, and a bibliography for each chapter
A work of this genre is long overdue, especially one reflecting the best of
contemporary research. Miller's first and last chapters bring together vast amounts
of material and the presentation is straightforward and well balanced. It isthe core
of the book that falls short of what is needed and now expected for a syrithesis of
Mexican history. The author, like many historians of his generation, seems to have
taken the writings of Fray Bartolome de Las Casas uncritically, and thereby perpetuates the Black Legend in his treatment of both Spaniards and Indians. Does
a history of Mexico really need word pictures like "Christian fanatic," "the society
was openly racist," or that it was a "sexual conquest"? What contribution is there
in prose that compares the laity and the religious: "... the compassion and good
works of the clerics countervailed.the rapacity of the soldiers ... "? And is itnot time
that we put the terms criollo and peninsular in context along with soldier, army,
military, infantry, cavalry, and battalions? These were not the terms used by the
participants for themselves or for each other but introduced long after the fact. Why
not use the terms of the period in historical context? Mounted men of arms were
hombres a caballo-horsemen-and their companions on the ground were
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hombres a pie-footmen-and not cavalry and infantry. Military-sounding ranks
and titles could and were applied to any type of organization that required unitary
leadership. Later these terms were mostly honorific and pertained to militia and not
to military service. Cavalry, infantry, and military organizational designations that
we in this century are familiar with came into usage with the introduction of regular
army units after 1762. Criollo and peninsular were terms of the very late colonial
period and then used primarily in broadsides designed to incite passions.
Certain other topics beg amplification. Should we not know more about the
Freemasons among Emperor Iturbide's officers? The role of women, from the
earliest chapters, is also lacking. Wives and mothers have always been the glue
holding a society together, serving as the primary transmitters of culture. The
singular discussion of women herein treats the soldada. and the soldadera of
the Revolution, and this is done with condescendence. Considering the conditions of the period, what alternatives did many women have other than to
participate fully?
Perhaps the main shortcoming of the book is the author's failure to effectively
use his excellent bibliography, especially the more recent works that provide
valuable insights into the social reality of the past four-and-one-half centuries
of the Mexican experience. Had these sources been fully synthesized, the above
criticisms would not be necessary.
There is still a need for a synthesis of Mexico's history, but let it be based
on contemporary concepts and recent scholarship rather than echoing the errors
and prejudices of the past. Let it show social, political, and economic evolution
in the sense of those experiencing it and not by imposing the attitudes, terminology, and morality of this century. And let it be done by someone with an
adequate comprehension of the past twenty years of scholarship in the field of
Mexican history.

R. Himmerich y Valencia
University of New Mexico

The Aztec Arrangement: The Socia'l History of Pre-Spanish Mexico. By Rudolph
van Zantwijk. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1985. xxv + 345 pp.
Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $20.50.)

In The Aztec Arrangement Rudolf van Zantwijk emphasizes the interplay
between the principles by which the Aztecs structured their universe and the
political and social organizations that they created. Zantwijk sets out to demonstrate that in Aztec culture, as in all pre-Hispanic Mesoamerican cultures,
specific identifications with numbers, time, direction, color, place, deities, and
social groups were "elements that served as parts of a rigidly structured world
order, and in turn, the world order was part of a similarly ;:;tructured cosmic
system" (p. 22).
The title Aztec Arrangement refers to the ways in which calendrical and
cosmological principles were integrated with social, ritual, and political hierarchies in Tenochtitlan, forming a social order capable of expanding and incorporating diverse linguistic and ethnic groups. In Tenochtitlan, the city which
became the capital of the Aztec empire, the fusion of a number of ancient
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Mesoamerican traditions into a single system created a new, composite culture
which came to be called "Aztec."
The first half of The Aztec Arrangement reconstructs TenochtitlEln's social
structure at different periods in its development, as its political status changed
from that of a subordinate city to imperial capital. Elite dynasties, military officials,
merchants, and artisans gained political power and social status compared to
the heads of residential wards, who originally were the political leaders of the
city. Over ti'me, the ritual organization of the city was amplified to include merchants and other social groups important to the expanding empire.
The second portion of the book examines some of the components of
Tenochtitlan's society and integrative mechanisms in the social order. Two chapters focus on the social organization of the merchants, and in another chapter,
Zantwijk assesses the role of kinship in Aztec society, noting that despite the
great changes that occurred as a result of empire building, kinship remained a
medium through which social and political relations were expressed throughout
Aztec history. Other chapters reconstruct the social-spatial organization of the
city; in these chapters, Zantwijk reconstructs from often fragmentary sources
the system that connected residential wards, occupational groups, and other
social units with calendrically-ordered rituals, deities, and world directions.
Sixteenth-century chronicles in Nahuatl and Spanish, pictorial codices, and
sculpture are the sources for Zantwijk's reconstructions of Tenochtitlan's social
organization, and his interpretation~ of ancient Aztec society draw on his ethnographic research among contemporary Nahuatl speakers in central Mexico.
To support his painstakingly detailed historical and spatial reconstructions, Zantwijk provides charts and appendixes through which readers may retrace his
steps through calendrical and historical texts.
While scholars have long recognized the influence of cQsmology on urban
form and the extent to which calendrics affected all aspects of life in ancient
Mesoamerican societies, Zantwijk's study adds to the historical literature an
intensive examination of these principles at work in Tenochtitlan, from its beginnings to its rise as capital of the Aztec empire. Researchers in a number of fields
may find Zantwijk's treatment of Aztec history and social organization useful for
their own studies of ethnicity, political change, and world view of early states
and empires.
Mary Hodge
North Bennington, Vermont

Trade, Tribute, and Transportation: The Sixteenth-Century Political Economy of
the Valley of Mexico. By Ross Hassig. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1985. xvi + 364 pp. Illustrations, appendix, bibliography, index. $22.9.5.)

Ross Hassig has filled an enormous gap in Aztec and' early colonial history
with this detailed study of the infrastructure of the Aztec empire and the impact
it suffered from the Spanish Conquest and resulting colonial system. This is an
important book, rich in new viewpoints as well as in new methods used to handle
the limited ethnohistorical data in the codices and the chronicles that are related
to this topic.
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After describing pre-Spanish economic production in central Mexico and
in the Valley of Mexico in particular and focusing on urban food supply and the
interrelation.of urban development and the transport systems, the author introduces the concept of urban hinterlands that enables him to explain the special
position of the Aztec capital of Mexico, Tenochtitlan, and its sister-city of Tlatelolco. While most Mesoamerican cities and towns depended on the t/ameme
(human carriers), transport facilities that limited their economic hinterland to
eighteen miles (one tlameme-day distance) in every passable direction, the
Aztec twin-cities with their exceptional insular position in the center of a lacustrine
region consisting of five mutually connected lakes were able to extend their
hinterland to an eighteen-mile radius from all the lakeshores. In that way the
Aztecs efficiently used the hinterland, almost five times as great as a wholly
landlocked Mesoamerican city had at its disposal, and Tenochtitlan became the
most important urban center of native America.
The Aztecs augmented the economic hinterland of their capital by an extended political hinterland related to what the author calls a "hegemonic empire,
uniquely adapted to the situation in Mesoamerica, tailored to generate resources
from the broadest base possible at minimal cost to the polity." One of the bases
of the empire was a highly efficient agricultural system that ranged from intensive
chinampa-cultivation (swamp-drainage) through irrigation-agriculture and more
extensive forms of production. With a coercive tribute system the Aztecs overcame the limitations of their tlameme-transportation by placing its cost outside
its own polity. Hassig considers the principal imperial function of the Aztec
interregionally trading merchants (pochteca) "their creation of a larger, safer
and more efficiently organized trading area within the empire." This conclusion
is debatable because, as is well known, those merchants were employed in
other imperial tasks as well as spying, collecting tributes, and trading with state
capital, etc., and the historical sources do not provide sufficient data to compare
the relative importance of each of these tasks.
The most contestable chapter of the first part of the book, treating the preHispanic era, is the fourth one, where the author tries to develop a general theory
about the interdependence of the market system and the Mesoamerican calendar. It is precisely in his description of this complicated calendar that Hassig
suffers his most serious derailment. In his effort to present a general theory he
overlooks the fact that there were a great number of local variants of the same
overall Mesoamerican calendrical systems, and these local and regional differences are prohibitive of the general statements the author makes. Further, Hassig
considers the cycle of the Nine Lords of the Night as "apparently independent
of both tona/poalli (day-count) and the solar-year cycles" a conclusion that is
refuted by recent studies. It would have been better for the author if he had left
the whole calendric problem to more specialized Mesoamericanists, perhaps
only indicating the many difficulties existing in this field of study.
The second part of the book treats the introduction of the colonial system
in Mexico and is convincing. Here the author has more historical data at his
disposal and depicts a fascinating panorama of dramatic developments that
occurred after the Spanish conquest, when catastrophic demographic losses
and colonial exploitation fundamentally changed the original circumstances.
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Comparing the Aztec and colonial situations the author concludes that notwithstanding the centralizing policy of the early colonial authority and the introduction
of more effective systems of transportation, the economic situation of the country
as a whole was less integrated. That is to say that in this respect the situation
reverted to Aztec commercial style, but without a dense Indian population. The
new circumstances favored the existence of local and regional economic selfsufficiency; that meant, in agricultural terms, the hacienda-system.
This fine study contributes to a better understanding of the Aztec and early
colonial systems in Mexico and also provides new insights into the development
of intercultural colonial processes in general.
Rudolf van Zantwijk
University of Amsterdam

Mixtecs in Ancient and Colonial Times. By Ronald Spores. (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1984 xiv + 263 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables,
notes, bibliography, index $27.50.)

Ronald Spores has devoted much of his professional life to research on the
Mixtecs of Oaxaca, Mexico. His first book on the subject, also published by the
University of Oklahoma Press, appeared in 1967. His present work amplifies
and complements the earlier effort.
The Mixtecs in Ancient and Colonial Times is a regional ethnohistorical
treatment of the MixtecaAlta from 1520 B.C. to A.D. 1820. After a brief introduction,
chapters two and three treat the rise and development of Mixtec civilization prior
to the Spanish conquest. Development of the culture is carefully traced from
preceramic and protoagricultural stages through the postclassic. Here Spores
drew from his research as an onsite archaeologist who has spent many years
in the MixtecaAlta. His treatment of this highly developed pre-Spanish civilization
is essential to an understanding of the changes or lack thereof wrought by the
coming of Europeans in the early sixteenth century.
The following chapters are ethnohistory at its best. They treat topics such
as the economic- system, religious enterprises, crime and punishment, and the
transformation of Mixteca society. The author is as familiar with the ramos and
legajos of the Archivo General de Indias and Archivo General de la Nadon
(Mexico) as he is with the tools and techniques of archaeology His conclusions
seem a bit benign, but they were arrived at by meticulous research and are set
forth with clarity of expression. Spores; for example, dispels the notion that
Spaniard vis-a-vis Indian was a simple case of masters holding sway over
subservient underclass natives. Spanish colonial policy is assessed as evenhanded, particularly in the dispensation of justice to Europeans and Indians.
"There is no evidence in the thousands of criminal and civil cases processed
by the magisterial court ... that Indians were treated more or less fairly than
were Spaniards" (p. 100). Economic enterprises were also shared between
Spaniards and native agriculturists, who maintained effective control of their
ancestral lands. If the Spaniards, like Americans today, were especially litigious,
the studies of Spores and other scholars clearly demonstrate that Indians themselves quickly learned to employ the bar of justice to defend their rights. It is
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refreshing to read that from the perspective of one steeped in Mixtecan, Oaxacan, and Mexican history, a "multilevel political system" was created which
was responsive, responsible, and effective in meeting the needs of all people
(white, Indian, black, and mixed) throughout the colonial era. It was an arrangement that served "as the best alternative to further aggravation or violent resolution, and [was] far preferable to anarchy" (p. 225).
All aspects of this book are a credit to the author, his editor, and the press.
It is richly illustrated, well written, and finely packaged.
Donald Chipman
North Texas State University

The Conquest of Michoacan: The Spanish Domination of the Tarascan Kingdom
in Western Mexico, 1521-1530. By J. Benedict Warren. (Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1985. xv + 352 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $2750.)
Sources on the Tarascan state, comprising essentially the territory of present-day Michoacan, are far scantier than for the Aztec-dominated entities of
central Mexico. Almost equally obscure is the early history of the area in the
new Spanish empire and the destruction of native institutions during the initial
years before the imposition of orderly royal government in Mexico. It is this
particularly obscure period in the history of Michoacan that J. Benedict Warren
has chosen for his field. In 1977 he published in Spanish in Morelia a detailed
reconstruction of the history of Michoacan in the years 1521-1530, beginning
with the submission of the Tarascan ruler and ending with the execution of his
successor by Nuno de Guzman. That edition, in somewhat revised form, is now
presented in English. Almost all of the changes represent incorporating new
material or shifting sections for more efficient presentation. The one change that
may be deplored by scholars is the omission of the appendix of pertinent documents in the 1977 version.
The plan of the book is simple. An initial chapter summarizes what is known
of pre-conquest Tarascan society and institutions. The next three chapters cover
the first contacts between Spaniards and Tarascans, the unsuccessful attempt
at military occupation under Cristobal de Olid, and the inspection by Antonio
de Caravajal with its census of towns preparatory to distributing them in encomiendas Chapter five describes Spanish efforts to eliminate the native cult
and replace it with Christianity, an account that should give rise to much reflection
on the mutual incomprehension of cultures on first contact. Three chapters deal
with the effects upon native ruler and society in Michoacan of the turbulent
course of events in New Spain during the years from the expedition of Cortes
to Honduras to the administration of the First Audiencia. Nuno de Guzman,
president of the audiencia, pressed the young Tarascan ruler relentlessly for
specie and supplies at the same time that Spanish inroads on the native structures were limiting his ability to deliver them. Two chapters are devoted to the
major means of Spanish economic exploitation of Michoacan, that is, encomienda and mining. In terms of mining, the region proved disappointing since it
was relatively poor in deposits of gold and silver and whatthe natives delivered
as tribute and donation was the accumulation of generations. Chapter eleven
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depicts the preparations of Nuno de Guzman for the expedition to the northwest,
his pressures upon the Cazonci, and the trial and execution of the unfortunate
;:,ative ruler. A final chapter adds material from the record of the trial sent to
Spain, sketches the story of the Cazonci's descendants, and points out that
Spanish restructuring of the region made the elimination of the Cazonci inevitable.
Three appendixes list the data from the five fragments of the Caravajal
found so far, the encomenderos and encomiendas of Michoacan in the form of
an alphabetical presentation by surname of encomendero with much biographical detail, and a chronology of the Cazonci's last days. These are important
research tools for the sixteenth-century history of Michoacan.
This brief sketch of the plan of the book fails to do justice to the richness
of the contents. Through wide searching in archives and libraries, in sections
not hitherto explored, by close, careful reading and comparison of texts, by
fitting masses of disparate fragments into a general chronology, Warren has
performed an impressive feat of reconstruction. We know far more of the history
of those difficult and violent years because of his study. The book is a model of
textual criticism. Almost miraculously it is also well-written.
Woodrow Borah
University of California, Berkeley

Desert Passages: Encounters With the American Deserts. By Patricia Nelson
Limerick. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1985. 218 pp. Notes,
bibliography, index. $22.50 cloth, $12.95 paper.)

"[W)hile I am open to debate," writes Patricia Limerick, Robert G. Athearn's
successor as western historian at the University of Colorado, "I am not always
open to persuasion" (p. 14). An occasional rigidity, confessed to in this thin
volume's preface, also reveals itself in a series of interpretative essays on the
significance of deserts in nineteenth and twentieth century American intellectual
history. Using eight men-John C. Fremont, William Lewis Manly, Mark Twain,
William Ellsworth Smythe, John Van Dyke, George W~arton James, Joseph Wood
Krutch, and Edward Abbey-Limerick divides her sketches between those who
disliked the "unimproved desert" and those who reveled in it.
In the last century the true desert of the Great Basin and Southwest, as
compared to the legendary "Great American Desert" encompassing prairies and
plains, represented more than an encumbrance to travel. It suggested instead
a limit to national expansion. It could also kill those who wandered there. Fremont
and Manly survived their desert adventures; others like Smythe tried to bring
water to the deserts so that they might bloom in an agricultural sense. The author
shows persuasively that the transition from a nineteenth-century faith in progress
to twentieth-century skepticism and despair included a transformation in the
way Americans viewed their deserts. In this century, especially with the margin
of safety increased for sojourns in arid places, deserts "that had not submitted
to development were, to the appreciators, the most authentic of places, where
existence was stripped to its essentials, without pretense and without artifice"
(p. 168).
Why did Limerick choose these men as her interpreters of arid America?
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All of them obviously had much to say about deserts but one is nevertheless
surprised by the absence of certain worthy spokesmen. John Wesley Powell,
acknowledged in the conclusion as an important figure for both "manipulators
of water and preservationists," receives less than three pages of treatment
Clearly his encounters with deserts and their human inhabitants were asimportant to the development of American attitudes as were Fremont's journal,
Manly's memoir, and Abbey's essays.
The quality of the essays vary. When least effective, as in the chapter on
Fremont, the essays are long on inferences and asides but maddeningly short
on context Yet the essay on Edward Abbey is witty and wise and admirably
placed in context Indeed the skill of interpretation seems to be linked to the
contemporary nature of the material. The closer to the present the author comes,
the stronger the interpretation. As the author reveals in her preface, "I have a
great faith in the synecdoche, the part that stands for the whole, the grain of
sand that reveals the universe.... " In other words, while "I believe that a close
study of the thought and expression of individuals reveals a great deal about
their times and their settings, I also recognize the risks and limits of this ap~
proach" (p. 9). One risk is that a larger context is frequently sacrificed. Much
can also be revealed when times and settings are better understood.
Limerick concedes that there is still much to be learned about deserts and
Americans beyond the eight men whose attitudes she explored. This book,
nevertheless, may be regarded as a good beginning. It should stimulate further
discussion of deserts in American history.
L. G. Moses
Northern Arizona University

Brett: From Bloomsbury to New Mexico. By Sean Hignett. (New York: Franklin
Watts, 1983.299 pp. Illustrations. $22.95.)
.

Dorothy Brett lived her life in two places: England and New Mexico. Born
in 1883, the England that she knew as a girl was the Victorian/Edwardian world
of royalty (her father, Member of Parliament for Penryn and .Falmouth, was Reginald Baliol Brett, Second Viscount Esher); the sophisticated homes and drawing rooms of London; and the countryside of Orchard Lea near Windsor Castle.
She lived. in this society,of titles and lords almost exclusively until191 0 when
she enrolled, as a result of her own willfulness and over the objection of her
family, in the Slade School of Art There she met several artists, including David
Bomberg and Mark Gertler. Compounded by her father's reluctance to pay her
tuition, Brett began more and more to replace attention to titles and bloodlines
with an interest in, 'if not quite a passion for, paintings and those who created
them. In short, she became a "maverick" daughter, adopting a stylized costume
of the American West, including a big hat and boots with a knife tucked in the
top.
By 1915, when her circle began to include writers and intellectuals either
directly or indirectly associated with the Bloomsbury region ofLondon-Gertler,
Ottoline Morrell, Aldous Huxley, Katherine Mansfield; John Middleton Murray,
other. words, - just
when
Virginia Woolf, Bertrand Russell, D. H. Lawrence-in
"
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,
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listening to gossip about friends and talk about ideas were the rule of the day,
she was stricken with deafness. Her recourse was an ear trumpet. This, combined with her large eyes and weak chin, added a touch of eccentricity to her
image as a rebel.
But the oddest turn of all in a life filled with contradictions was her attachment
to D. H. Lawrence, iconoclastic commoner, brilliant novelist, and prophet of love.
Because of Lawrence, Brett's destiny took her, literally, "From Bloomsbury to
New Mexico," from refined living to a dilapidated ranch in the Sangre de Cristos.
Brett's New Mexico period-from 1924 until her death in 1977 at the age
of ninety-four-was assuredly the most important part of her life And for most
readers of Sean Hignett's version of Brett's life, it will prove the most interesting.
In part this is attributable to the biographer's own fascination with Taos and his
first-hand knowledge of it as a D. H. Lawrence Fellow who lived for a summer
on the Lawrence Ranch in the mountains north of Taos. The influence of northern
New Mexico and, indeed, the "exoticism" of Taos on Hignett's perspective adds
an extra dimension of understanding and comic-satiric entertainment to this look
at the British engagement of Lawrence, Brett, and his various other "disciples"
with New Mexico. To a greater extent than usual the biographer's subject becomes a part of his own biography, affording the box within the box puzzle of
biography as autobiography. In this respect, Hignett's "Epilogue" concerning
his misadventures with certain wild and crazy residents of the place, all in the
cause of gathering information, is alone worth five minutes of reading-reading
that reminds one of John Nichols with an accent. It again confirms that novelists
write the best biographies and that ultimately biography (somewhat like history)
is fiction anyway.
Brett's Taos years were spent mainly in adoration of Lawrence-while he
lived and after his death in 1930. She hoped to find utopia in Taos, Lawrence's
idealized and idyllic colony which he called Rananim. And in a sense she did,
despite the disillusionments following from the constant and tragicomic fights
with Frieda Lawrence and Mabel Dodge Luhan over Lawrence, his manuscripts,
his ranch, and his reputation. There is a long tradition of books about Lawrence
and his American experience and about Taos as an artists' colony-including
Brett's own Lawrence and Brett: A Friendship (1933). Hignett's Brett, in its exhaustive use of correspondence and interviews, and in its tone and manner of
involving himself with his subject, should be moved, at least temporarily, to the
top of that list.
Robert Gish
Iowa State University

A Westerly Trend . .. Being a Veracious Chronicle of More Than Sixty Years of
Joyous Wanderings, Mainly In Search of Space and Sunshine. By Godfrey Sykes.
(Tucson: Arizona Historical Society/University of Arizona Press, 1984. xvi + 332
pp. Illustrations, index. $19.95.)

This reprint of a classic autobiography brings to a new generation of readers
an entertaining reading experience that also teaches a great deal of history.
Born in 1861. in a Yorkshire village, Godfrey Sykes came to the United States in
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1879 as a refugee from murky English weather in search of "the sunny plains
of Texas" described in a popular novel of the time, The Headless Horseman. A
Westerly Trend records the varied adventures and sharp observations of a Victorian soldier-of-fortune whose curiosity, humor, and zest for life lasted through
"More Than Sixty Years of Joyous Wanderings."
The foreword to the 1944 edition of the book compares Sykes with Drake,
Raleigh, Sir Frances Bacon, and Alexander Selkirk (the real life model for Robinson Crusoe). The foreword to the 1984 reprint describes him as "pioneer,
cowboy, rancher, engineer, scientist, and author." Both emphasize his manyfaceted contributions to and colorful accounts of the rapidly developing Southwest between the 1890s and World War II. Only the dust jacket mentions "the
immigrant realizing his dreams of a New World." In this time of ethnic revival, it
should be noted that Sykes was also an interesting example of English "invisible
immigrants," who escaped the language difficulties and cultural barriers that
hampered most other newcomers.
From the aspect of western history, perhaps the most valuable parts of the
book describe the author's experiences as a cowboy driving cattle from Texas
to Wyoming, as hunter and breaker of wild horses, as mule freighter, and as
ranch foreman in western Kansas. He had a positive knack in the 1800s for
turning up in various climactic stages of the Wild West, and through sheer luck
and innate cleverness, rapidly mastering whatever techniques were necessary
for a given job. He also saw the frontier of wild horses and buffalo, trail-driving,
and open-range ranching disappear as the plains filled up with "nesters" (homesteaders).
Eventually, Sykes bought a ranch in northern Arizona. After an interlude as
hydraulic and mining engineer in Japan, he returned to Arizona and took up
trading with Navajos and Hopis. With his brother, Sykes opened a business in
Flagstaff as "Makers and Menders of Anything." In time, he became an amateur
then professional explorer of rivers and deserts. His major scientific career
developed in Tucson from 1906 as a staff member of the Desert Laboratory of
the Carnegie Institute.
Along the way he married an English wife and had two sons, who all thrived
on numerous camping trips with him in the Southwest. After the death of his first
wife, he married her sister and lived with her and his sons in England for a time,
where he gave distinguished service during World War I as an engineer.
Sykes records that he was immediately recognized as English in the United
States from his accent, but indicates no problems as an immigrant. Was it
because he was an Englishman that he was accorded high status, or his own
ability and winning personality, or both? A historian of non-English-speaking
immigrant experience is immediately struck by how quickly all doors opened
for this newcomer to America, who claims success at every endeavor. And if he
loved the sunny skies of Arizona so much, why did he return to England on
.innumerable visits, take his sons there to attend school, delay so long in becoming an American citizen, and make every attempt to establish a secondary
residence there after his retirement? One suspects something of an immigrant's
divided heart behind this behavior after all, and wonders if he might have said
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more had he written his autobiography during the ethnic revival instead of during
World War II.
Dorothy Burton Skardal
University of Oslo

Big Bear: The End of Freedom. By Hugh A. Dempsey. (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1984. 227 pp. Maps, notes, bibliography, index. $22.95.)

Hugh Dempsey's biography of the famous Cree chief, Big Bear, is more
informative than persuasive or evocative. Dempsey takes care to correct, to
clarify, and to substantiate some of the current beliefs rather than to frame a
new understanding of Big Bear's life. The figure that emerges is an enlightened
political leader who saw both the futility of war against the whites and the abject
poverty that would follow submission, and who exhausted himself in efforts to
unite the Cree tribes in negotiations for a better settlement from an insensitive
government. The tragic effect was to destroy his credibility and power with his
own people while earning among influential whites the reputation of a recalcitrant
and violent agitator. Dempsey's view of Big Bear's historical role differs little, in
broad terms, from William B. Fraser's in "Big Bear, Indian Patriot" or RudyWiebe's
in The Temptations of Big Bear. He assembles an impressive array of sources
to support the conclusions he draws. Some may doubt the reliability of oral
history or native informants this long after the fact, but Dempsey complements
this material with published and archival documentary sources to answer the
questions still surrounding his subject.
Dempsey is particularly strong in explaining the anthropological and cultural
contexts that provide insight into Big Bear's motivation-tribal power structures,
the spiritualism of the Ojibwa heritage, the practical necessities of plains survival.
His weakness is in the art of bringing his subject to life with any immediacy.
This is partly due to his tact in not presuming intimacy with Big Bear's thoughts.
The problem is also that Dempsey's narrative talents are limited and his attempts
at evocative description painfully conspicuous.
, Dempsey's biography makes an interesting comparison with Wiebe's historical novel, The Temptations of Big Bear. Wiebe accords an even greater stature
to the Cree chief, and would obviously not agree with Dempsey's assessment
of Big Bear before the Northwest Rebellion as "so wrapped up in his own oratory
that he could not get down to individual issues." Dempsey shares Wiebe's
interest in the Indians' natural religion, retaining an historian's skepticism but
nonetheless drawing close attention to the uncanny coincidence of subsequent
events with Big Bear's visions and with the prophesies of the Cree holy men at
the theft by missionaries of the sacred "Iron Stone" dedicated to "Old Man
Buffalo." One of the many "cruxes" Dempsey solves is Big Bear's supposed
reference to hanging at the Fort Pitt treaty negotiations. The reference was used
by whites to discredit Big Bear as a miscreant who feared punishment. Dempsey
argues convincingly that "hanging" was a mistranslation of a common metaphor
for loss of freedom, as when a horse "feels the rope around his neck."This could
have been grist for Wiebe's mill, since one major theme of Temptations is the
failure of communication between the cultures.
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Big Bear: The End of Freedom is the first book-length biography of a famous
but enigmatic figure Its wealth of new information will generate new understanding for scholars of Indian history for some time to come.
Dick Harrison
University of Alberta

Coxey's Army: An American Odyssey. By Carlos A. Schwantes. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1985. xli + 321 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $22.95.)
Carlos A. Schwantes' latest book begins with a convincing reminder of the
desperate depression of the 18~Os, rendered more hopeless to many of its
victims than the longer, but not worse, Great Depression of the 1930s, because
of the refusal of government or society to take any responsibility for the unemployed. Jacob S. Coxey's plan was to put men to work building good roads,
while his San Francisco co-leader, Charles T Kelley, preferred building irrigation
ditches. In either case, the idea was to conduct public works programs to relieve
the jobless and add to the nation's infrastructure. This neat solution, as we know,
had to wait forty years for the New Deal, while governmental responsibility had
to wait fifty-two years, for the Employment Act of 1946, Yet in the 1890s, Coxey
and his companions were condemned as cranks.
This book is an excellent example of how a "well-known" event can escape
serious scholarly notice and then, when a historian with skill and imagination
studies it, reveal a coherent and surprising story. The big surprise is that "most
of the several thousand marchers originated" in the West (p x). Coxey's army,
although its leader was from Ohio, was largely and in all phases a western
movement. "The Coxey march was ... as much a chapter in the history of the
American West as of reform or labor," bridging "the classic frontier" and "the
modern welfare state," like the Overland Trail in reverse, creating "a temporary
community" built on "grassroots democracy at its best and worst" (p. 261).
Schwantes has relied heavily on 142 runs of newspapers from the West,
Midwest, and Northeast, knitting them together with skill and ironic humor to
form a riveting narrative. He creates a panorama which no one at the time, not
even Coxey, could have seen. The portraits of Coxey, his guru Carl Browne, the
bizarre (Mr.) Great Unknown, Charles T Kelley, and many others are deft and
distinct. The derring-do of western Coxeyites in commandeering freight trains
in desperate hopes of joining Coxey in time to march together, and the responses
of the law, are vivid. The parched predicament of Coxeyites stranded on sidings
on the southwestern desert dry the throat. The Coxey movement also had navies
that tried to float down the Platte and the Missouri. Many drowned.
There was much more to the episode than Coxey himself and his Army of
the Commonweal, arrested on the Capitol lawn on May Day, 1894. The final
chapter, "Coxeyism in Perspective," includes provocative linkages between Coxeyism and the West, touching on grassroots democracy, the work ethic, violence,
Americanism and anarchism-socialism, localism (should the marchers be fed
and clothed, or arrested?) and centralism (governments and railroads), beliefs
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about poverty, and the end of the frontier as free land and opportunity. Read
this fine book.
Walter Nugent
University of Notre Dame

A Righteous Cause. The Li(e of William Jennings Bryan. By Robert W Cherny.
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1985. xi + 225 pp Illustrations, bibliography, index. $15.95.)

Sixty years after his death, William Jennings Bryan's place in American
history is at last becoming clear. As Robert Cherny points out, Bryan was neither
"the greatest moral force of his day," as one Nebraskan referred to him, nor H.
L. Mencken's "zany without sense or dignity" (p. 184) This tightly written lifeand-times biography argues instead that Bryan's importance is less in his association with any particular reforms than in his "key role" in moderniZing the
Democratic Party. In the 1890s, Democrats led by Grover Cleveland held that
government could do almost nothing about pressing social and economic problems. Bryan, says Cherny, successfully challenged that attitude and helped to
reshape the party in its modern activist form.
Cherny also makes a good case for Bryan's importance in securing fairer
taxation, monetary improvements, and banking regulation. His political achievements, Cherny thinks, were less notable. He popularized reforms such as the
direct election of senators and woman suffrage, but he left the hard, gritty work
of lobbying and lining up votes to others As secretary of state under Woodrow
Wilson he aspired to create a more peaceful and democratic world, but his
peace treaties did not work, his well-meant efforts to promote democracy in
Latin America went awry, and his attempts to mediate in World War I were
frustrated by conflicts with Wilson's other advisers and by his own lingering
isolationism.
Bryan's fundamentalism, prohibitionism, and racism are hard for a modern
reader to accept. Cherny argues persuasively that these were not only the values
of Bryan's youth, but that they were shared by his followers and that maintaining
these conservative social ideas eased the transition from a rural to an industrial
America. Cherny admits that Bryan's traditional values did not mesh readily with
his belief in progress, but his merging of the two was successful at some emotionallevel that satisfied his followers. Such an irrational appeal may help explain
why he remains so interesting to readers half a century later, but Cherny, ever
the rational historian, does not explore that path.
The book is at its best in dealing with the period before 1912 where Cherny
has previously worked in depth. Without exactly saying so, Cherny conveys the
impression that Bryafl's major contribution to the modernization of the party and
to reform came before that date and that what followed was epilogue In a sense
he' is right, but that interpretation somewhat slights Bryan's important role in
shaping New Freedom domestic policy, not to mention his more ambiguous
contribution to the social conservatism of the 1920s.
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Nevertheless, this is a good book. It distills the essence of modern scholarship about Bryan and his era, and it makes Bryan's importance comprehensible to Americans of the 1980s.
Kendrick A. Clements
University of South Carolina

Destination Denver City: The South Platte Trail. By Doris Monahan. (Athens:

Swallow Press/Ohio University Press, 1985. x + 293 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper)
The South Platte Trail was little more than a series of wagon ruts next to the
river, but it connected frontier Denver to civilization, of sorts, in Nebraska and
Missouri. From the 1840s to 1867, when the Union Pacific Railroad rendered the
trail obsolete, goldseekers, Mormons, soldiers, and settlers streamed westward
along this busy highway toward new opportunities. Still others made the return
trip, downcast and disillusioned.
In this account of the inevitable conflicts that followed the white invasion of
Indian lands, Doris Monahan, a writer living in Sterling, Colorado, focuses on
the importance of the South Platte Trail as a lifeline to the new settlements. She
offers a wealth of detail about the pioneers who built ranches, stage stations,
and settlements along the trail-so many settlements that travelers never covered a long stretch of wilderness before a crude, prairie cabin hove into view.
Not surprisingly, the trail, which to Indian minds symbolized the white invasion, bore the brunt of revenge following the Sand Creek Massacre. Monahan
presents one of the most complete accounts available of the Indian attacks
between January and the spring of 1865. Just how many white casualties there
were has never been documented, and Monahan does not attempt to guess at
the total number. Nevertheless, she makes it clear that the Indians were not the
only people to suffer loss and hardships, bringing a much needed balance to
our understanding of those troubled times.
Despite the fact that Monahan relies heavily on the scholarship of such
writers as Donald Berthrong, George Bird Grinnell, and Stan Hoig, her own
research is obviously prodigious. Unfortunately, she accepts too many things
at face value, such as the accounts of John Smith who was so untrustworthy,
the Indians called him "lying John."When Monahan does analyze the evidence,
her conclusions are sometimes surprising, such as her contention that Colonel
John Chivington "Iogic;;ally" meant to attack the Indian camp on the Smoky Hill
east of Denver in November 1864, but that deep snows caused him to head
south instead. Sand Creek thus becomes an accident of the weather. Yet, Governor John Evans' letters in the Colorado State Archives and other evidence
show that both he and Chivington kept track of the Indian movements, and knew
exactly when Chief Black Kettle and Chief Left Hand brought their people to
Sand Creek. While holding Chivington primarily responsible, subsequent official
investigations of the whole sordid affair did not absolve Governor Evans of either
knowledge or blame, as does Monahan.
Monahan's interpretation of Sand Creek aside, the book remains a rich
source of information on the events taking place along the South Platte Trail.
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Despite a propensity for passive verbs (always a temptation to history writers),
the narrative is a fast-paced, energetic, and worthwhile contribution to the history
of the West.
Margaret Coel
Boulder, Colorado

The Making of a Town: Wright, Wyoming. By Robert W. Righter. (Boulder, Colorado: Roberts Rinehart, 1985. 203 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
$19.95.)

Robert W. Righter's The Making of a Town: Wright, Wyoming, is a fascinating
book dealing with a fresh subject of significant importance to historians. It is
well-written, well-researched, and attractively pack~ged. Especially commendable is the price, which by today's standards is reasonable and puts the book
within reach of the individual reader.
Wright, Wyoming's origins lay in the coal boom that affected the northern
Great Plains in the wake of the energy crisis of the early 1970s. Fears that
politicization of petroleum could result in future shortages led to efforts to develop
huge deposits of coal in the West. The existence of those coal deposits had
been known for nearly a century, but their remote location and the increasing
obsolescence of coal as an energy source allowed them to remain undeveloped.
A frightened nation coupled with new technology made their development by
large energy conglomerates possible and welcome.
Western conservationists, eastern coal interests, and state legislatures that
had been grappling with the problems of dying economies left in the wake of
other extractive industries were not always enthusiastic. To convert the doubters
and silence critics, the energy companies displayed a social conscience some
would argue was a charade and others would point to with pride. Out of this
set of circumstances came Wright, Wyoming. Wright was not to be another
company town but a social experiment.
Righter's book is the story of the beginning of that experiment. The outcome
will not be known for years. Generally, Atlantic Richfield, the corporate creator
of Wright, comes off well. The book clearly demonstrates that ARCO, or at least
part of th~ collective mind that constituted ARCO, believed in the social experiment Wright became. ARCO hoped to produce a viable community that would
survive when the western coal frontier moved on and Wright and the people
who lived there were left to their own devices in a hostile. environment, unneeded
by the cattlemen and sheepmen who had long ago come to terms with their
special isolation
The book opens on an upbeat and positive note that stands in contrast to
the epilogue which seems to have been added at the last moment. The effect
is I'Ike a sudden telephone call at a wedding reception informing the members
of the wedding that the bride and groom suffered a serious accident on the way
to the celebration and the extent of their injuries is not known. The epilogue
brings the news that ARCO has been reorganized and has effectively ended its
role in planning the future of Wright. Furthermore, the citizens of Wright have
voted to incorporate. Righter, positive to the end, comments that the goals of
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both the citizens and the company have been achieved. But only time will tell
if Wright will su~vive.
Robert T. Smith
Eastern Montana -College

Women at War with America: Private Lives in a Patriotic Era. By D'Ann Campbell.
(Cambridge: HarvardUniversity'Press, 1984. xiv + 304 pp. Illustrations, tables,
notes, index $20.00.)
Webster's New World Dictionary defines the word "with" both as "in opposition," and "alongside of." D'Ann Campbell's title, Women at War with America,
clearly encompasses both definitions. Women went to war with America, in the
armed forces and on the assembly lines, but they were also at war with the way
the conflict threatened their values and their private lives. As defined by Campbell, the war was a significant event in the lives of many American women but
not in the way other historians have seen it-as the forerunner of the modern
women's liberation movement. Campbell finds that women's wartime experiences were the precursors of the domestic 1950s, not the liberated 1970s. In
Campbell's view, the suburban ideal of marriage that flourished in the 1950s
and 1960s was a "major result of the interaction between the values of the
people and the disruptions of the war."
In looking at women's experiences during the war, Campbell used sources
from the 1940s: information gathered by various government organizations, the
Roper and Gallup polls, and the case files of social workers. While she recognizes and surveys the propaganda the government aimed at women, and the
media emphasis on women who assumed new roles during the war, Campbell
nevertheless believes that neither of these sources changed women's values
and their interpretations of their primary roles. Gender roles change over the
long term; the war was simply one of a series of events that changed women's
lives.
Campbell's chapter on women in the armed forces is titled, "A Crushing
Defeat in This Man's Army," while that on the nurses in uniform is called "Victory
for the Angels of Mercy: Nurses Break Through." The point is made that aside
from the nurses, women who served in the armed forces were ,never able to
overcome the lack of preparation for their use in the services, the slander campaign against them, and the hostility of male soldiers. For the nurses, the situation
was different-they were in a career that was regarded as womanly; they had
a heritage of service in war; and they had a traditional position in which males
(doctors)exerted authority over them. Soldiers, thinking of the day they might
be wounded, were happy to have nurses in the military; at the same time they
were opposed to service by women who might displace men from safe military
jobs behind the lines.
Aside from military service, a variety of other options were open to women
who wished to serve for reasons of patriotism, prestige, or a pay check. Volunteer
activities ranged from establishing victory gardens and buying bonds to work
with established organizations such as the usa and the Red Cross. Pay checks
went hand-in-hand with patriotism for the women who took jobs in defense
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industries during the war. By 1944, one-sixth cif the women workers were in the
war sector, but their lot was not necessarily a happy one. Hired out of necessity,
they were distrusted by male workers and their unions, and regarded only as
temporary workers .
. American housewives, especially wives of servicemen, found their traditional duties made more difficult, but they met the challenges of the war. Competent and creative, they faced the housing crisis, the food shortages, and other
dislocations in society very efficiently. Devoting themselves to the needs of their
families, American housewives were able to meet the problems of the war without
sacrificing their traditional values-the very sacrifice that service women and
women in factories were often called upon to make.
Campbell shows us that American women responded to the demands of
the war as women-supporting the war effort, but not giving up their moral
values. Because of this, she argues, women firmly embraced the suburban family
ideal in the years after the war. For this, and other interesting theses, as well as
an excellent job of research, this book deserves a wide audience.
Billie Barnes Jensen
San Jose State University

Firearms of the American West, 1866-94. By Louis Garavaglia and Charles G.
Worman. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1985 x + 413 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $40.00.)

The second volume of Firearms of the American West is a splendid work.
Authors Louis Garavaglia and Charles G. Worman continue their chronicle of
the technical developments and everyday usage of guns from the end of the
Civil War to the mid-1890s.
In some respects the second volume surpasses the first. Although the new
book is fractionally longer, it addresses a much shorter period of the western
frontier. The variety of firearms covered is even greater than that of the first
volume. Excellent photos and firsthand accounts and narratives are well chosen
and abundant. Organization of the second volume has been streamlined in
comparison to the first volume. Chapters have been reduced from seventeen
to six and parts reduced from six to three. As a result the second volume is
considerably easier to read and reference than its predecessor.
Volume two consists of separate parts for military arms, civilian arms, and
Indian arms. Chapter one addresses military long arms: Sharps, Remingtons,
and a plethora of Springfield models. Repeating arms such as Spencers, Henrys,
and others are examined. A second chapter in part one details the evolution of
military handguns used in the West from percussion to cartridge and from fortyfour to thirty-eight.
Part two examines civilian arms. This is done in three chapters, covering
separately rifles, shotguns, and handguns. These are notable for their detailed
coverage of almost everything available to the civilian west of St. Louis between
1866 and 1900. In addition to the usual models, the authors trace the use of
European imports and a wide variety of lesser known American arms, such as
Merwin & Hulburt, Hopkins & Allen, and Forehand & Wadsworth.
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Part three consists of a single chapter devoted to "Postwar Indian Guns."
The material in this chapter is well chosen and illustrated. As in the case of the
first volume, however, it falls short of the high attainment of the rest of the book.
Volume two of Firearms of the American West is superb. The two volumes
establish a new standard in publications on the topic in this period. In spite of
overall excellence in coverage, some puzzling omissions occur. For instance,
the use of the 1876 Winchester by Apaches is not covered. The '76 equalled
Army Springfields in range and power and surpassed it in short range volume
of fire, when it worked. A personal favorite in handguns of the period covered
by volume two, the 1890 Remington, is conspicuous by its absence.
The book and its predecessor are useful, well-written, and copiously illustrated, and are recommended to students, specialists, and general readers. A
third volume covering western firearms from 1895 to 1935 and the transition
from Krag to Garand in military arms and from commercial hunting to trophy
seeking as a shifting focus for' civilian arms is worth a thought.
D. C. Cole
Albuquerque

Book Notes

The State Parks of Arizona by John V. Young, a new publication of the
University of New Mexico Press ($11.95 paper), serves as a guide book
to the parks and as a companion to The State Parks of New Mexico. It
provides a description of each park and its attractions along with an
historical sketch. Guide to the Continental Divide Trail: Southern Colorado (Continental Divide Trail Society, $10.95 paper) is a guide book of
a different type. Designed for hikers, it provides specific information
regarding the trail from Copper Mountain in central Colorado to Cumbres
Pass. Included are maps and comments on geology, plants, and animals.
Following the Santa Fe Trail: A Guide for Modern Travelers by Marc
Simmons (Ancient City Press, $8.50 paper) is indispensable for anyone
interested in retracing all or part of the Santa Fe Trail. Simmons, an
acknowledged expert on the trail, describes the route from Franklin,
Missouri, to Santa Fe, describing both the Mountain Branch and the
Cimarron Cut-Off. Included are numerous maps, illustrations, a guide to
trail markers, and a discussion of the literature relating to the trail. This
trail guide is highly recommended.
The University of Arizona Press continues to reprint books relating
to Western and Southwestern history and culture. The Frontier in American History by Frederick Jackson Turner, a collection of essays relating
to the American frontier, was first published in 1920. The lead article is
Turner's famous essay on the significance of the frontier in American
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history; others deal with the Ohio Valley, the Middle West, and the contribution of the West to American democracy. This new printing features
a foreword by Wilbur R. Jacobs and is available in paper for $10.95.
More directly related to the Southwest are Mormon Settlement in Arizona
by James H. McClintock ($9.95 paper) and Camp-Fire on Desert and
Lava by William 1. Jornaday ($10.95 paper). McClintock's study, first
published in 1921, covers the period from the 1840s to 1920 and touches
on such topics as the Mormon Battalion, missionary activity by Jacob
Hamblin and others, the settlement of the Little Colorado Valley and
southern Arizona, and Mormon expansion into northern Mexico. This
reprint includes a valuable foreword by Charles S. Peterson of Utah
State University, the author of an important history of Mormon development of the Little Colorado Valley. Camp-Fire on Desert and La,va
($19.95 cloth, $10.95 paper) is the account of a small 1907 expedition
into the Pinacate. region of northern Sonora, an area now protected as
a recreational and wildlife preserve. It is also a study of the natural
history of that isolated region just south of the international border. An
introduction by Bernard Fontana places this expedition in historical context and adds an updated bibliography.
A recent reprint by Utah State University Press is The Roll Away
Saloon ($9.95 paper) which had been published in 1979 as Sixshooters
and Sagebrush. These tales by master storyteller Rowland W. Rider come
from the Arizona Strip, the region between the Colorado River and the
Utah border, and are rich in cowboy lingo and customs. Rider tells of
horses, brands, such notables as Zane Grey and Theodore Roosevelt,
and of the mobile saloon that was rolled back and forth across the state
line as conditions required.
The University of Oklahoma Press has published a paperback edition of Shadow of the Indian: Stereotypes in American Culture. by Raymond Stedman ($14.95), which focuses on popular images.
Hispanos: Historic Leaders in New Mexico by Lynn I. Perrigo (Sunstone Press, $9.95 paper) consists of twenty-eight chapters, most of
which are biographical sketches of important Hispanos ranging in time
from Juan de Onate to Dennis Chavez. There are also politicians, economic leaders, educators, and women such as Adelina Otero-Warren.
Illustrations accompany the text.
Several small items also have been published recently. Bridges:
New Mexican Black Women, 1900-1950 by Charlotte K. Mock (New
Mexico Commis~ion on the Status of Women) consists largely of a series
of biographical sketches of prominent Black women, which hopefully
will stimulate additional research on the topic. North American Indian
Lives by Nancy Lurie (University of Washington Press, $7.95 paper) is
a comparable volume that consists of sixty-seven brief biographical
sketches of Indian leaders, including Pope and Geronimo from the
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Southwest. University Neighborhoods History Handbook by Chris Wilson
is available from the University Heights Association in Albuquerque and
provides a brief history of neighborhoods around the University of New
Mexico.
Bill Rakocy has two books recently published by Bravo Press of EI
Paso, Texas. Ghosts of Kingston and Hillsboro, New Mexico consists of
historical sketches, newspaper articles, and photographs relating to
these towns and is supplemented by Rakocy's drawings. Villa Raids
Columbus, New Mexico, March 9, 1916 ($9.95 paper) is a comparable
volume on Pancho Villa's famous raid.
Doubleday has added two new titles to its famed Double D western
series. The Highbinders by F. M. Parker is a tale of California and Oregon
in the late 1860s, while Stillwater Smith by Frank Roderus is a gunfighter
story. Both are available in cloth for $12.95.
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Do these names interest you?
If so, you may be interested in becoming a member of the nation's fastest growing
western history organization, the

National Association for Outlaw and LawInan History!
The National Association for Outlaw and Lawman History, or NOLA, formed in 1974,
fosters an interest in the history of the outlaws and lawmen of the Old West. We have
history buffs, writers, researchers, gun collectors, memorabilia collectors, photographers, genealogists and others-all interested in characters like Butch Cassidy, Wyatt
Earp, Bat Masterson, Sundance Kid, Jesse James, Billy the Kid, Black Bart, the Pinkertons
and many, many others.
NOLA is headquartered in the Western Research Center at the University of Wyoming
in Laramie. There you will find NOLA's display room. The organization's considerable
collection of books, manuscripts, art work,
memorabilia and other items is housed there
and much of it is on display.
In addition to research, the association sponsors an annual rendezvous in some city of
historic significance. At this meeting, members share information and experience, listen
to noted speakers, take historical tours and
have a good time. The association, from time
to time, also sponsors dedications, memorials, celebrations and other meetings throughout the United States.
For $20 annual dues, you will receive four quarterly magazines
filled with the latest outlaw-lawman history research, four
newsletters, and the printed program for the annual rendezvous. You will be invited to the rendezvous and you will be
put in touch with others who share your interest. We'll help
with research and writing needs. We'll rush you a membership card and start your publications going to you. Send $20.00
to:
NOLA, P.O. Box 1701, Hamilton, Montana 59840. For sample of quarterly magazine
send $1.00.

